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Only one parent spoke at the public 
hearing for a boundary proposal that 
impacts almost every school in the 
district.

The Board of Education of the Iron 
County School District is expected to 
adopt the proposed changes during its 
regular meeting on Feb. 24. Prior to the 
public hearing, Business Administrator 
Todd Hess outlined the proposed 
changes. Elementary school changes 
would be for the 2026-27 school year. 
Secondary school changes would not 
go into e�ect until the 2027-28 school 
year. 

The proposals, Hess said, make 
elementary enrollments and second-
ary enrollments a little more even 
across the district. East Elementary 
will have the higher enrollment with 
the addition of �ve extra classrooms in 
the new building.

Board members asked about how stu-
dents receive variances to stay at their 
current school if the boundary change 
has them moving out. Superintendent 
Dr. Lance Hatch said parents can 
submit the request prior to the end 
of March. He will then look at each 
request. Considerations include how 
close the school is to capacity, how 
many requests are in each grade, and 
how many students are asking to stay 
at their previous school vs how many 

are moving to the new school. With 
the expected changes, South, Enoch 
and Parowan elementary schools are 
still near capacity.

Parents will be noti�ed by mid-April if 
the variance request is granted. Board 
members said they have also informed 
parents that a variance also means 
they must provide transportation for 
their student.

Board member Ti�ney Christiansen 
said she has received calls from 
parents worried about their student 
going to a di�erent school. She said 
she advises that they can’t go wrong 
with any of the schools.

It is interesting that we 
did do a boundary change 
a few years ago and that 
did a�ect North probably 
more than the rest of 
the schools,” Hatch said. 
“And they received a lot 
of students that did not 
want to go there and those 
families would not leave 
for anything now.

Board members agreed that change 
is hard, but the adjustment will be 
good for schools that have been over 
capacity.

  A Cedar City man was sentenced to prison Feb. 18 after reaching plea agree-
ments that resolved two separate drug cases in 5th District Court.
  Daniel R. Hatch, 41, received an indeterminate term of one to 15 years in the    
Utah State Prison after pleading guilty to possession with intent to distribute a 

controlled substance, a second-degree felony. 
  Both cases were resolved in the same hearing, and the judge ordered the sentences to run concurrently, 
meaning they will be served at the same time.
  As part of the plea agreement in the distribution case, a second count of possession with intent to distribute 
was dismissed with prejudice.
  The initial case stems from a Nov. 6, 2025, tra�c stop near state Route 91 and Westview Drive. According to 
charging documents �led in 5th District Court in support of the arrest, an o�cer stopped the vehicle for a 
defective taillight and a K-9 later alerted to the presence of drugs. 
  O�cers reported �nding approximately a half ounce each of heroin and methamphetamine, quantities 
investigators said were consistent with distribution rather than personal use. Hatch admitted the drugs were 
his, according to the a�davit.
  In the second case, Hatch pleaded guilty to a reduced charge of class A misdemeanor possession of a con-
trolled substance and was sentenced to 364 days. The court ordered that sentence to be served concurrently 
with the prison term.
  That case originated after Hatch had been working as an informant for the Iron-Gar�eld-Beaver Drug Task 
Force. 
  Court records show he was required to remain drug-free while assisting the task force but tested positive 
for methamphetamine during a urinalysis in December 2025. Investigators reported he had not conducted 
controlled buys and was subsequently arrested on a new possession charge.
  Both cases were resolved in the same court proceeding. Hatch was remanded to the custody of the Iron 
County Sheri� for transport to the Utah State Prison.
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STATE REPRESENTATION 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Board considers adopting boundary
proposal at next meeting

by Shauna Lund

IRON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Man receives prison term in Iron 
County fentanyl, meth distribution case

by Tracie Sullivan

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY
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SALT LAKE CITY (Feb. 19, 2026) 
– Utah experienced a more active 
storm cycle near the end of 
February. While this is a welcome 
respite from the dry winter so 
far, the state would need the 
active pattern to persist through 
the beginning of April, when the 
state typically experiences peak 
snowpack, to achieve near-normal 
runo� in the spring. 

While this storm system brought 
much-needed snow, some areas, 
such as the Sevier River Basin, 
were in such a de�cit that they 
remain at record-breaking low 
levels of snow water equivalent. 
Even over an inch of water falling 
in the last week isn’t enough to 

bring the basin up to previous 
years. 

“We appreciate the good storm! 
Now we need several more!” Joel 
Williams, director at the Utah 
Division of Water Resources, 
said. “We’ll need consistent 
snowstorms to make up for the 
snow de�ciency we have been 
experiencing this winter.” 

Water managers will most likely 
rely on reservoir storage from 
previous years this summer. 
Water conservation will remain 
critical. Any water held in 
reservoirs can be used for other 
purposes and will help stretch our 
water supply. Reservoir storage 
averages 67% full, which is slightly 
higher than normal for this time 
of year. 

As noted in the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s February 
1st Water Supply Outlook Report, 
observations suggest that there 
is only about a 10% chance of 
reaching a normal snowpack peak 
this winter. 

The Department of Natural 
Resources continues to promote 
initiatives such as the Agricultural 
Water Optimization Program 
for farmers and SlowtheFlow.org 
for residents. These programs 
aim to educate and incentiv-
ize water-saving practices, 
ensuring Utahns become more 
drought-resilient and prepare for 
future conditions. Many indoor 
water-saving tips are available on 
the Slow the Flow website.  

  A Cedar City man on parole for a 
prior aggravated assault convic-
tion has been bound over for trial 
on a new felony stalking charge in 
Iron County.
  Brandon Lee Wall, 30, is charged 
with stalking, a third-degree 
felony. Following a preliminary 
hearing Feb. 17 in 5th District 
Court, 5th District Judge Meb 
Anderson found probable cause 
for the case to proceed. 
  Wall entered a not guilty plea, 
and a two-day jury trial has been 
scheduled for April 22 and 23. 
A pretrial conference is set for 
March 17.
  The a�davit �led in 5th District 
Court alleges the charge stems 
from a series of unwanted 
contacts. It states Wall repeatedly 
followed the victim, appeared 
at places where the victim was 

present and continued communi-
cation after being told to stop.
Investigators reported the 
behavior caused the victim to fear 
for her safety, and o�cers docu-
mented multiple incidents before 
the case was �led.
  The Iron County Attorney’s 
O�ce said the alleged stalking 
behavior began in 2025 after Wall 
was released on parole from the 
Utah State Prison, where he had 
been serving a sentence for a 2022 
aggravated assault conviction.      
  Prosecutors said he served about 
14 months before being released.
During the preliminary hearing, 
prosecutors presented witness 
testimony and multiple exhibits in 
support of the charge before the 
court ruled the case could move 
forward to trial.
  Court records show Wall was 
sentenced in June 2022 to an 
indeterminate term of 1 to 15 
years in the Utah State Prison 

after pleading guilty to aggravated 
assault resulting in serious bodily 
injury. 
  In that case, police responded to 
a report of an assault and found 
the female victim with blood 
coming from the mouth and 
complaining of extreme jaw pain. 
The victim was later determined 
to have a jaw broken in two 
places. Wall admitted to pushing 
and slapping the victim during 
questioning, according to the 
probable cause statement.
  In an earlier and separate case 
in 2017, Wall was charged with 
aggravated assault after police 
said he pushed a female victim 
to the ground and used a broken 
piece of glass to cut a profane 
word into her stomach. 
  O�cers reported the scarring 
was consistent with the victim’s 
account, and Wall was later 
convicted in that case.

Utah Water Conditions Update 
by Michael Sanchez

UTAH DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Cedar City man with prior assault convictions 
bound over for felony stalking trial

by Tracie Sullivan

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY
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A s winter 
lingers, 
I’ve been 

talking to a 
lot of people 
for whom this 
is their �rst 

season driving 
in snow and 

how intimidating 
it can be. It 
reminded me of 

my own �rst snow mishap, dropping 
o� a friend, getting stuck in the 
driveway, and having to call my dad to 
rescue me. Embarrassing, yes, but also 
unforgettable.

Because our winters haven’t been 
consistently snowy in recent years, it’s 
easy to forget all the fun that comes 
with the season. There’s sledding, snow 
angels, skating, snowboarding, and even 
a spontaneous snowball �ght on the 
way into the house. These simple joys 
are part of what makes this time of 
year special.

One of my favorite things about winter 
here is the sunsets. With deep oranges, 
pinks, and purples against the cold gray 
or white landscape, the view can be 
absolutely breathtaking. It’s a beautiful 
reminder of nature’s artistry and the 
quiet magic of winter.

Winter is also a great time to think 
about our community. Local com-
mittees help keep our town safe and 
connected, and residents can also make 
a di�erence in small ways, like helping 
a neighbor shovel their sidewalk or 
driveway. A little kindness goes a 
long way in making winter safer and 
more enjoyable for everyone. I have 
lots of memories of helping and being 
helped in snowy situations, and serving 
someone is, I think, one of the best 
ways to bring people together.

Stay safe on the roads, enjoy the 
season’s simple pleasures, and consider 
lending your time or talents to neigh-
bors. After all, it’s the people who come 
together that make this place truly 
special.

ESTHER
HAILSTONE

OPFFICE MANAGER

FROM THE EDITOR

“For every minute you 

remain angry, you give up 

sixty seconds of peace of 

mind.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

As long as she can remember, 
Bahareh has searched and longed for 
freedom. She was encouraged by her 
mother to think for herself and to 
dream of living in a land where free-
dom of thought and movement are 
encouraged by that nation’s founding 
documents. Her name Bahareh 
is of Persian origin and means 
“spring” or “springtime in English, 
a feminine name that symbolizes 
renewal, growth, and the beauty of 
nature. In Persian culture, spring 
is associated with new beginnings, 
blossoming �owers, and a sense of 
rejuvenation, re�ecting positive and 
vibrant qualities often given to girls 
born during the spring season and 
representing hope and freshness 

that girl babies bring to the world. 
Yes, Bahareh yearned to be free, with 
freedom of religion, free speech, a 
free press, freedom of movement, 
all and many more of the freedoms 
that are insured by the American Bill 
of Rights and the ten Amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution. While she 
entered the United States through 
the Golden Gate in California, she 
would agree with the poem written 
by Emma Lazarus at the pedestal of 
the Statue of Liberty in New York 
Harbor: “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free…” She tried a number 
of ways to enter the United States 
legally, and then she won the lottery. 
Usually that phrase means that a 
person has experienced a signi�cant 

Seeking and Finding Freedom 

PART 5

by Edy Meredith

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY

see FREEDOM » 7



FEBRUARY 26, 2026     7newsIRON COUNTY TODAY

change in life that brought them a 
large sum of money, meeting a person 
who became the love of their life, 
gaining a new and prosperous job, or 
in Bahareh’s experience of American 
freedom. Through friendships she 
developed in the United States, she 
was able to move to Cedar City, Utah, 
obtain a respectable job, and live in 
freedom with friends who encourage 
and help her.

Do you know that there is a Green 
Card Lottery that allows an individual 
to register and become eligible 
for the Diversity Immigrant Visa 
Program (See usa.gov/green-card-
lottery). This is the program through 
which, because of her diligence and 
love of liberty, Bahareh entered the 
United States legally and works at a 
respectable occupation in Cedar City, 
Utah, where I met and interviewed 
her. I believe that her legal entry 
into the United States is a work of 
the great Christian-Jewish God that 
inspired so many of the founding 
mothers and founding fathers of the 
American Revolution that we are 
celebrating the 250th anniversary on 
July 4th of this year 2026. 

Please note that the Liberty Bell 
housed in Philadelphia quotes 
from the Old Testament. Look it 
up and continue your appreciation 
of the religious background of the 
United States founding mothers and 
fathers.  Further, how does Islamic 
freedom in Iran di�er from United 
States freedom? Freedom in Iran and 
United States freedom are two vastly 

di�erent concepts. In Iran, freedom is 
heavily restricted by the government 
with strict censorship laws and 
limited political and social freedoms. 
On the other hand, the United States 
appreciates and has historical pride 
in its strong tradition of individual 
liberties and freedom, enshrined 
in the U.S. Constitution. Citizens, 
both male and female, in the United 
States have the right to free speech 
with few restrictions, including 
freedom of religion, and the ability to 
participate and vote in a democratic 
society. While both countries may 
claim to value freedom, the reality 
is starkly di�erent because of vastly 
di�erent political systems. Iran is 
an Islamic Republic with a Supreme 
Leader who holds signi�cant power 
over the government and the people 
whose goal is the establishment of a 
worldwide Islamic government where 
freedom of speech, religious freedom, 
women’s rights, and political par-
ticipation are signi�cantly curtailed 
and in some cases are non-existent. 
Iran’s restrictive political system and 
adherence to Islamic principles limits 
certain freedoms, such as freedom 
of speech, religious freedom, and 
women’s rights. On the other hand, 
the United States’ democratic system 
and strong legal protections ensure 
that its citizens have greater oppor-
tunities to exercise their rights and 
participate in society. Please note that 
even the simple freedom of showing 
a woman’s hair in public is restricted 
in Islamic societies. The Christian 
religion is currently spreading in Iran, 
and Christians in Iran have asked for 
American Christians to pray for them. 
A limited internet has been restored, 
but not all Iranians have been able to 
use the internet. Iran’s streets have 

been cleaned of any 
sign of violence such 
as blood while families 
have had to pay large 
sums of money to 
the regime in order 
to bury their family 
members who were 
killed during protests. 
Again, please pray 
for God’s righteous 
intervention.

opinion

EUNOIA 

[yoo-noy-uh] 
noun 
 
"beautiful thinking," "well mind," or 
"goodwill".

WORD OF THE WEEK

see LUNAR NEW YEAR » 11

FREEDOM
« CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

The Family Support Center of Southern Utah 
presented a Lunar New Year Family Event, featuring 
multi-cultural performers and fun activities for 
children. The celebration was held at the Heritage 

Theatre on February 17, 2026. Guest entertainers Chen Wang, Ballet Folklorico, 
Keybelle (Kat) Gutierez, Ariana Paul, Rubik’s Cube Youth Square Dancers, 
Cedar City Hula Dancers, and Lawrence & Andelin Mbaki all put on a spectacu-
lar evening.

UNDER THE SAME 
MOON - 

Lunar New Year
by May Hunter

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY
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BUDGET SUMMARY

YE AR STATE OF UTAH IRON COUNT Y SCHOOL DISTRICT CEDAR CIT Y COUNT Y POPUL ATION INFL ATION RATE

2020 $18,500,000,000 $64,397,882 $97,275,145 $84,121,067 57,286 1.4

2021 $20,300,000,000 $68,529,185 $111,206,179 $82 ,661,906 58,672 7.0

2022 $25,600,000,000 $80,413,678 $116,183,97 7 $82 ,219,239 62 ,508 6.5

2023 $26,000,000,000 $78,255,317 $172 ,080,787 $97,198,239 64,211 3 .4

2024 $29,400,000,000 $67,789,445 $200,512 ,950 $150,125,060 65,765 3. 2

2025 $30,800,000,000 $132 ,282 ,649 $221,113,931 $7 7,269,263 67,617 2 .7

ANNUAL INCRE ASE 10.7% 15 .5% 17.8% 0%  3.4% 4.3

*  Information was obtained direct l y  f rom the governmental  ent i t ies l isted .

Parowan City 
Council Meeting 
Summary 

This is a highly condensed summary of 
the meeting. For more detail, see the 
full article at Ironcountytoday.com. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Shelly and Tim Roy opposed proposed 
townhome developments near 
Mountain Valley and Sky Ranch, 
objecting to the use of agricultural 
land, poor city oversight, and limited 
resident notification. Tim also raised 
safety issues with dirt road exits. John 
Brown opposed further growth, urging 
Parowan to retain its rural identity. 
 

Action Meeting 
 

Theater Board Appointments 
 
Erica Peacock and Sydney Cutler 
were appointed to the Theater Board, 
replacing Bernadien Byl. 
 

Airport Hangar Lease Option 
 
The council approved an agreement 
granting the airport’s Fixed Base 
Operator (FBO) an option for a ground 
lease to build hangars. The option 
expires if no progress occurs within 
3–3.5 years. 

 

Engineering Standards Update 
 
Debate centered on road width. 
Councilmembers discussed safety, 
maintenance, and parking concerns. 
The council voted to maintain the 
60-foot typical cross-section, rejecting a 
50-foot alternative. 
 

Permit Fee Schedule Adjustment 
 
Building permit fees, enacted in 
October 2025, will be reduced by 44% 
after complaints from contractors 
and comparisons with other cities. 
Retroactive refunds will be issued, and 
the council will reevaluate the fees in 
July 2026. 
 

Water Impact Fee Update 
 
Engineer Bowen Collins presented 
an updated fee study proposing a 
new water impact fee of $7,284 per 
equivalent residential connection 
(up from $2,056 set in 2011). Options 
included adopting the fee, waiving it for 
affordable housing, or using a water-
efficiency tier. 
 
Councilmembers Burton, Barton, 
and Topham supported the higher 
fee to ensure new growth funds its 
own infrastructure. Harris and Dean 
opposed, citing concerns about 
deterring residents. The motion passed, 
with the ordinance to take effect 90 
days after enactment. 

HomeServe Service Line 
Warranty Program 
 
The council discussed but declined 
endorsement of the HomeServe 
insurance partnership, citing concerns 
over perceived city endorsement and 
service quality. Instead, they will 
send letters advising homeowners 
of their responsibility for private 
water and sewer lines and suggesting 
they explore insurance options 
independently. 
 

Work Meeting 
 

Meeks Pond Community Garden 
 
Councilmember Barton announced 
the Heritage Committee’s support 
for a community garden with ten 4×8 
raised beds, led by volunteer Heidi Toia. 
Estimated water use: 2,400 gallons for 
gardens and 7,200 gallons for existing 
trees. The council supported the project. 
 

Legacy B Estates Development 
Agreement 
 
City Manager Dan Jessen updated the 
council on the paused development 
due to pending decisions about road 
width, open space, fencing, and water 
impact fees. Councilmembers expressed 
differing opinions but agreed to review 
options as presented. 
 

Iron County Land Trade 
Proposal 
 
The city plans to trade its landfill parcel 

(used by the county) for the county’s 
gravel pit on 300 East and an adjacent 
17–18 acres. The trade would address 
EPA and Division of Quality issues, 
while allowing continued mining of 
gravel and riprap by both entities, 
improving recharge capacity and landfill 
longevity. The item will be finalized at 
the next meeting. 
 

Member Reports 
 
  Ongoing projects: recharge project,  
    Meeks Pond upgrades, and Old Rock  
    Church renovation. 
 
  Developing a city snow removal   
    policy. 
 
  A traffic study is underway for the  
    south freeway interchange. 
 
  City Manager Jessen clarified   
    that the city exceeds state zoning  
    notification requirements (300-foot  
    radius). A zone change near 600W  
    and 200N was tabled; affected   
    residents will be notified if it  
    proceeds. 
 
  RAP Tax application period may open  
    in March 2026. 
 
  Councilmember Burton shared local  
    Valentine’s Day lore about viewing  
    the sunrise over Valentine’s Peak  
    from Lover’s Lane (500 West and  
    Center).

The meeting ended with a closed 
session on real estate and personnel 

by Jennelle Zajac

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY

IRON COUNTY GOVERNMENT RECAPS
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matters. 
 
Next Meetings: Held the second and 
fourth Thursdays monthly at 5:30 
p.m., Parowan City Council Chambers. 
Available online at YouTube: Parowan 
City 2030.

Iron County 
Commission Meeting 
Summary 

by Iron County Today Sta�

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY

 

Opening Business 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance and 
approval of the January 20 minutes, the 
commission unanimously 
recommended approval of the Lindsay 
Annexation, bringing property on 3000 
North into Cedar City limits and 
resolving a minor boundary gap. 
 

Zone Change Request — CV 
Land & Livestock Property 
 
The commission considered a request 
to amend the general plan from low- to 
medium-density residential and rezone 
22 acres near 3900 West to R22 twin 
homes. While staff noted the proposal 
aligned geographically with nearby 
zoning and future road plans, 
commissioners raised concerns about 
creating a domino effect of higher-
density approvals and undermining the 
general plan. A nearby resident also 
expressed concern about increasing 
density around rural neighborhoods. 
After lengthy discussion, the 
commission voted to deny both the 
general plan amendment and the zone 
change, citing a commitment to uphold 
the existing plan. 
 

Impact Fee Ordinance  
 
Commissioners reviewed a proposed 
update to impact fees across seven 
service categories, including parks, 
police, fire, water, and transportation. 
The proposal would increase single-

family residential impact fees by 143%, 
with some categories rising more than 
300%. Staff emphasized the principle 
that growth should pay for growth, 
noting current infrastructure costs are 
being subsidized by existing residents. 
 
While commissioners acknowledged 
the need for infrastructure funding, 
many were uneasy with the size of the 
increases and felt they needed more 
time to evaluate the data. After 
discussion about affordability and 
possible incentive-based adjustments, 
the commission voted to forward a 
negative recommendation to the city 
council. The item will move to a public 
hearing on March 4. 
 

Building Materials Ordinance 
 
The commission approved updates to 
building material standards for Main 
Street and 200 North. Revisions clarified 
permitted and prohibited materials, 
limited aluminum composite panels to 
60% of a facade, and strengthened 
historic and earth-tone requirements in 
the downtown core. The ordinance also 
requires materials to wrap 8 feet 
around building sides, with full 
treatment required on corner facades. 
The measure passed unanimously.

Cedar City Council 
Meeting Summary

by Iron County Today Sta�

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY

 
Annual Audit Report 
 
The meeting opened with a 
presentation of the city’s annual audit. 
Cedar City received an unqualified 
opinion, the highest possible rating on 
its annual audit, with no material 
weaknesses found and full compliance 
with state and federal requirements, 
including airport improvement funds.

Sales tax remains the city’s largest 
revenue source and continues to 
grow, along with property tax revenue 

due to rising home values and new 
construction. The general fund’s cash 
and investments increased up 18% from 
the prior year. The unassigned fund 
balance grew to about 41% of operating 
expenses, exceeding the state’s 35% 
guideline. Council members expressed 
support for maintaining strong reserves. 
 
Approximately $30 million was 
reinvested into infrastructure projects. 
The city issued no new debt and 
continues to pay down existing water 
revenue bonds. 
 

Engineering Design for Pressure 
Reduction and Chlorination 
Project 
 
The council reviewed proposals for a 
required water system project, which 
includes full chlorination, county water 
connections, and pressure reduction in 
the north Quichipa area.  
 
Three firms submitted bids. A2S 
Engineering scored highest and offered 
the lowest fee at $570,000, including 
construction administration. 
Two other firms submitted 
higher bids, with one 
significantly above the 
others. The council moved 
approval of the A2S contract 
to next week’s consent 
agenda. 
 
A related change order for 
water system modeling 
drew discussion about 
repeated contract additions 
and potential lack of 
competition. Staff explained 
switching modelers would 
be costly. The council 
decided to address the item 
next week while asking the 
firm if they would reduce 
their proposed fee. 
 

Sidewalk Ordinance 
Revision 
 
The council reviewed 
updates to the city’s 
sidewalk ordinance following 
a change in state law 
and ongoing issues with 
sidewalks being damaged 
during home construction. 

 
Under the proposal, developers must 
still install ADA-compliant corner 
ramps and trail connections upfront. 
Standard sidewalks could be delayed 
for up to two years after a completion 
bond is posted but must be finished 
before a home receives a certificate of 
occupancy. 
 
Council members discussed contractor 
warranties, construction logistics, 
and ensuring buyers understand that 
sidewalk responsibility remains with 
developers, even if a lot is sold. The 
ordinance will return for action at the 
next meeting.

IRON COUNTY GOVERNMENT RECAPS
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Representative 
Albrecht’s 
Weekly Hill 
Update 
Week 5 
 
Hello friends and 
neighbors, 
 
Week 5 of the 
legislative session was another 
busy one on Capitol Hill. We’ve been 
focused on strengthening Utah’s 
water future, supporting families, and 
improving public safety across our 
state. Committee meetings and floor 
debates are moving quickly as we head 
into the final weeks of Session, and the 
pace is picking up as bills are refined 
and advanced. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to serve you and represent 
our community’s priorities. Your voice 
truly matters—follow schedules, watch 
hearings, and livestream proceedings 
anytime at le.utah.gov. 
 

Protecting Utah’s Water for 
Generations to Come 
 
Water is essential to life in Utah, 
and this Session the Legislature has 
taken concrete steps to safeguard 
it for families, farmers, and future 
generations. We’re strengthening 
water-rights management, supporting 
voluntary water contributions that 
benefit key waterways like the Great 
Salt Lake, and advancing long-term 
conservation planning. Protecting 
Utah’s water takes coordination and 
smart planning, and we’ll keep building 
on this work year after year. 
 

Supporting Those Who Protect 
Us 
 
Our firefighters put their lives on the 
line for us every day. That’s why we 
passed H.B. 416 Firefighter Cancer 
Amendments, creating a Firefighter 
Cancer Benefit Trust Fund to provide 
benefits to firefighters who develop job-
related cancers. The bill uses existing 
funding, adds oversight through a 
board of trustees, and is designed to be 
sustainable for the long haul.

Legislative Update: Bills to 
Watch In the Senate 
 

• HB222 Limitation of Actions 
Amendments (3rd Reading): 
Clarifies how certain liability 
limits apply and improves 
consistency in the law for power 
plant operations. 
 
• HB145 School Excused 
Absence Amendments (1st 
Reading): Updates excused 
absence and attendance 
reporting rules to create clearer 

standards for schools and families, 
including Shooting Sports, Mountain 
Biking and 4-H projects. 
 
• HB369 Agriculture and Food 
Amendments (2nd Reading): Updates 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
provisions to improve administration 
and program effectiveness. 
 
• HB376 Land Management Funding 
Amendments (2nd Reading): 
Strengthens coordination and 
investment in land and watershed 
restoration to improve resilience and 
reduce long-term risk for wildland fires. 
This was a very popular Bill. 
 
• HB78 Nuclear Regulatory 
Amendments: Sets a clearer regulatory 
framework for nuclear-related activities 
as Utah evaluates future energy 
options. 
 
• HB238 Utah Energy Generation and 
Transmission Planning: Strengthens 
long-term planning to keep Utah’s 
energy reliable and affordable as 
demand grows, and gives authority 
to the Public Service Commission to 
be involved as large utilities consider 
joining Regional Transmission 
Organizations (RTO’s) and Independent 
System Operations (ISO’s). 
 
All of Representative Albrecht’s Bills are 
now in the Senate or on the Governor’s 
desk. 
 

Commi�ees and Caucus 
Leadership 
 
As Chair of the House Natural 
Resources, Agriculture, and 
Environment Committee, I’m committed 
to practical, rural-focused policy. I also 

serve on the House Public Utilities and 
Energy Committee, Natural Resources 
Appropriations Subcommittee, Water 
Development Commission, Federalism 
Commission, Constitutional Defense 
Council, and the Colorado River 
Authority of Utah Caucus. I’m also 
Co-Chair of the Rural Caucus and 
serve on a Rural Legislative Education 
Working Group focused on improving 
rural education delivery and facilities, 
including capital improvements and 
campus infrastructure. 
 

Stay Engaged 
 
Your feedback helps shape the 
decisions we make at the Capitol. 
Please follow the process, track 
legislation, and watch proceedings 
at le.utah.gov. Thanks for staying 
engaged—I’ll be back next week with 
another update.

 
 

Week 5 at the 
Capitol 
 
 
 
Week 5 at the Capitol 
has been fast-paced and 
productive as we focus 
on strengthening Utah’s 
water future, supporting 
families, and enhancing 
public safety. We’ve passed 
important measures to better manage 
water rights, increase flexibility for 
voluntary water contributions, and 
secure ongoing funding to protect 
critical water resources— ensuring 
we plan responsibly for growth in 
a dry state. We’re also delivering 
real support to working parents by 
expanding the child tax credit and 
extending paid leave for postpartum 
recovery, adoption, and foster care for 
state employees, helping families keep 
more of what they earn and care for 
their children during pivotal moments. 
And we stood firmly behind our first 
responders by advancing legislation 
to create a dedicated Firefighter 
Cancer Benefit Trust Fund, providing 
long-term support for those who risk 
their lives to protect our communities. 

As session moves forward, I’m grateful 
to represent you, and, as always, 
I encourage you to stay engaged 
by following the process, viewing 
agendas, and watching live or archived 

proceedings anytime at le.utah.gov. 
 
Updates On My Bills 
 
HB 125 Aquatic Invasive Species 
Amendments: Up for debate on the 
house floor 
 
H.B. 125 updates Utah’s rules to 
help stop invasive mussels from 
spreading in our waterways. It clarifies 
which boats need to pay the annual 
mussel-prevention fee, who must take 
the short online education course, and 
which vessels are exempt. The bill also 
adds clearer responsibilities for boat 
rental businesses and strengthens 
inspection and decontamination 
requirements so the state can better 
protect its waterways. 
 
HB 157 S3 Department of Natural 

Resources Amendments: Received 
by the Senate 

 
H.B. 157 updates and 
streamlines several 
Department of Natural 
Resources statutes—
modernizing record-keeping, 
adjusting water-rights 

processes, updating 
Geological Survey duties and 
board membership, removing 
outdated programs, and 

replacing “buffalo” with “bison.” It 
also provides a one-time $5 million 
appropriation in FY 2027 to cover DNR’s 
water-related litigation and related 
costs. 
 
HB 168 S1 Hunting and Fishing 
Amendments: Introduced in the 
Senate 
 
H.B. 168 strengthens Utah’s efforts to 
prevent poaching by creating a new 
Poaching Mitigation Fund, paid for with 
restitution from wildlife violations. The 
bill updates rules for hunting guides, 
limits how many people can guide 
at once, removes outdated “spotter” 
language, and requires violators to 
reimburse the state for investigation 
costs. It also clarifies rules around 
aircraft-assisted hunting and makes 
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clean-up changes to wildlife law. 
 
HB 170 S2 School Board Amendments: 
Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee 
 
H.B. 170 gives local voters more power over 
their school boards by creating a process to 
refer school-board decisions to a public vote 
— including decisions that raise taxes or 
create new taxes. The bill defines key terms, 
and updates related election procedures to 
make the process consistent statewide. 
 
HB 174 S1 Sex Characteristic Change 
Treatment: Up for debate on the Senate 
floor 
 
H.B. 174 strengthens Utah’s protections 
for minors by ending the use of puberty 
blockers and hormones for anyone under 
18 after January 28, 2027. Minors already 
receiving these drugs may only continue 
long enough to safely discontinue 
treatment. The bill also repeals an 
unnecessary state review program, keeping 
Utah’s laws focused on safeguarding 
children. 
 
HB 326 S1 Animal Depredation 
Amendments: Up for debate on the House 
floor 
 
H.B. 326 updates Utah’s approach to 
protecting farms and wildlife from animal 
damage. The bill allows the state to issue 
permits for aerial coyote control and lets the 
Agricultural and Wildlife Damage Prevention 
Board set annual predator-control fees on 
certain livestock. It also strengthens Utah’s 
feral-swine laws by increasing penalties and 
allowing vehicles used in feral-swine crimes 
to be seized. 
 
HB 432 Egg Amendments: Up for debate 
on the House floor 
 
H.B. 432 updates Utah’s rules for producing 
and selling shell eggs. It requires large egg 
producers to register as food establishments 
and follow industry standards. Small 
producers can keep selling locally, but must 
label their eggs clearly, use clean packaging, 
and cannot sell outside Utah. 
 
I would love to hear from you! 
 
District 71 
Representative Rex Shipp 
Rshipp@le.utah.gov
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Lunar New Year (beginning 
February 17, 2026) is a 15-day 
festival marking the �rst new 
moon of the lunisolar calendar 
and the arrival of spring. It is one 
of the most important holidays 
in many Asian cultures and is 
widely celebrated in countries 
such as China, Vietnam, and 
South Korea, as well as in 
communities across the United 
States.

Celebrate the Lunar New Year 
with wishes for prosperity, 
vitality, and renewal. 
Wishing you a year 
�lled with success, 
happiness, and 
cherished 
moments 
with 
family. 
Let the 
new year 
bring 
new 
experiences, 
new smiles, and a 
new chapter �lled 
with possibilities. 
Let go of the past 
and step into a 
brighter future. 
Sending wishes 
of health, wealth, 
and wisdom in the 
“Lunar New Year” to all 
those who celebrate!

“Always 
remember we 
are under the 

same sky, looking 
at the same 

moon.”
Maxine Lee

LUNAR NEW 
YEAR
« CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT IN IRON COUNTY showcase

-An  Enchanted  Event

-An  Enchanted  Event

T he “Tuxes & Tiaras: 
A Daddy/Daughter 
Inspired Gala 

Fundraiser” was held at Iron 
Springs Resort on Friday, 
February 20, 2026. Tiny tuxes 
and tiaras truly put the fun 
in fundraising! The evening 
was �lled with dancing for 
dads and their daughters, or 
any hero in a princess’s life, 
including uncles, brothers, 
grandpas, and more.

Attendees enjoyed a guided 
dance lesson taught by Kipp 

Lewis, which culminated 
in a special performance 
during the event. All guests 
were treated to a delicious 
dinner provided by The Pub, 
along with dancing and a 
live auction, all set within a 
whimsical, storybook-inspired 
atmosphere.

This event raised funds for 
the InterMountain Performing 
Arts Conservatory (IMPAC), 
a training facility serving 
youth (ages 6–18) and adults 
in musical theater, acting, 
dance, and voice. IMPAC o�ers 
classes, private lessons, and 
performance opportunities 

led by professional instruc-
tors. Founded by Brandon 
Burk and Tamera Merkley, the 
conservatory is dedicated to 
providing high-quality, local 
training that supports and 
complements the area’s per-
forming arts scene, including 
organizations such as the 
Shakespeare Festival and 
Children’s Musical Theatre. 
IMPAC also o�ers an audi-
tion-based Elite Performance 
Troupe for advanced, inten-
sive training and competition.

OUR MISSION

IMPAC Theatre Company is 
dedicated to providing young 
artists with unparalleled 
educational opportunities 
through direct one-on-one 
mentorship and meaningful, 
hands-on theatrical pro-
ductions. Our mission is to 
nurture talent, ignite passion 
for the arts, and empower 
artists to make a lasting 
IMPAC on the stage, in their 
community, and in their own 
lives.

Fundraising is essential for 

nonpro�ts and community 
organizations. It bridges the 
gap between available bud-
gets and the funds needed to 
provide training opportunities 
for youth, while also bringing 
people together to work 
toward a shared, positive goal.

IMPAC would like to extend 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who attended and gave so 
generously. The funds raised 
help provide young artists 
with opportunities to both 
learn and perform. Those 
wishing to continue their 
support can donate through 
IMPAC’s GoFundMe.

by May Hunter

FOR IRON COUNTY TODAY
































